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Bubbleweed 
Colpomenia sinuosa 
BROWN 

Cladophora sp 
GREEN 

WHERE IT LIVES 
 

Lower Barnacle Zone in fairly 
sheltered positions 
 
Kelp Zone among worm 
tubes, under rocks, or in algal 
mats 
 
 
Kelp Zone and pools, under 
rocks or among worm tubes 
etc 
 
Kelp Zone and lower, in pools 
and submerged crevices 
 
In any zone where there are 
pools and waves are not too 
strong  
 
 
 

WHAT IT EATS 
 

Filter microscopic organisms 
from the plankton 
 
Pedator on sponges, sea 
anemones, small 
crustaceans, etc.  Some 
scavenge 
 
Most feed on dead plant and 
animal particles (detritus) 
 
 
Grazes on algae.  Eaten by 
fish, birds and people. 
 
Feeds on algae and 
encrusting organisms. 
 
 
 
 

 Tube worms  
ANNELID 

 Polychaete worm 
ANNELID 

Brittle star 
ECHINODERM 

Sea star 
ECHINODERM 

Neptune’s necklace 
Hormosira banksii 
BROWN 

Algae are grouped according to        GREEN 
their photosynthesizing pigments     BROWN 
                                                 RED 

Sea lettuce 
Ulva sp 
GREEN 

Fan weed 
Padina sp 
BROWN 

Coralline algae 
3 species  
RED 

Rough kelp / Strap weed 
Ecklonia radiata 
BROWN 

Bubble kelp / Cray weed 
Phyllospora comosa 
BROWN 

 ANIMALS  (continued) 

SEAWEEDS   (ALGAE ) 

WHERE FOUND 
 

Mainly around pools in 
Barnacle Zone if waves are 
not too strong 
 
 
Lower levels where the rock 
remains wet 
 
 
Kelp Zone often among the 
algal mat, and in pools 
 
 
Kelp Zone or in pools 
 
 
 
In pools and among brown 
weed mats.  Often washed up 
on beaches. 
 
 
Lower rock pools and reef 
edge.  Part of brown weed 
mats 
 
Kelp Zone and in pools.  Often 
form dense mats.  Some look 
like pink paint on the rocks. 
 
 
Kelp Zone below MLT. 
 
 
Kelp Zone below MLT 
 
 
Kelp Zone below MLT.  Can 
stand stronger waves than 
Ecklonia 

Sea urchin 
ECHINODERM 

Caulerpa cactoides 
GREEN 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dead mens’ fingers 
Codium fragile 
GREEN 

DESCRIPTION 
 
From olive-yellow to brown 
with yellow spots 
 
 
 
Leafy.  Bright translucent 
green but can be bleached 
by the sun 
 
Browny-green hairlike 
filaments.  Some grow in 
small clumps 
 
Dark green, almost black.  
Velvet texture 
 
 
Yellow-brown crumpled 
hollow balls 
 
 
 
Light brown with darker 
bands 
 
 
Pink.  Limy calcium 
carbonate ‘skeleton’ 
 
 
 
Bright green fleshy lobes 
attached to horizontal stem 
 
Large. Yellow-brown to olive-
brown 
 
Large. Olive-brown often 
tinted yellow.  Has air 
bladders. 
 


