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WANTED…. 

Many thanks to Andrew Green for his work in helping establish the Nature Coast Marine Group and 
leading us as President for the last few years.  Andrew decided to step down from the position at the 
last election but will still be making valuable contributions in the year ahead as committee member, 
media liaison and co-ordinator for the allocation of our Coastcare Grant.  We won’t let him get away 
that easily!  Bill Barker has also done a wonderful job as secretary and we are all very grateful for his 
hard work and guidance.  Bill will continue to co-ordinate the dive group and I am relying on his sup-
port now he is Vice President. 

We are very fortunate to have Nick Blackman as our new Secretary.  Nick’s enthusiasm and experience 
will be very beneficial for NCMG.  He now teaches Marine Science among other subjects at Carroll 
College in Broulee and has agreed to be on our education sub-committee as well.  

We are very grateful for Rachel McInnes' offer to take over membership matters and for her help with 
the schools program.  I would also like to thank all the other members of the committee.  We are cer-
tainly very lucky to have such a great crew with such a wealth of talents. 

However, we want to avoid burning people out so we are looking for new faces to take on some tasks.  
See the items below on seeking grants and organizing activities. 

Jenny Edwards, President 
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GRANT GRABBERS 
One or two people who can come 
up with project ideas for NCMG, 
keep watch for available grants and 
apply for them on our behalf. 

Contact info@ncmg.org.au  

 

FUN FIXERS 
One or two people to gather ideas 
from members, plan our social ac-
tivities, and organize volunteers to 
lead them.  So far we have done 
snorkeling, shore walks, weekend 
camps and kayaking;  had speakers 
and presentations at meetings;  met 
for dinners; and attended films on 
marine themes.  No doubt you have 
other ideas to add to our repertoire. 

Contact info@ncmg.org.au 

WRITERS 
Our fortnightly media column 
seems to be quite popular and 
is a great way of keeping 
NCMG in the public eye.  If 
you haven’t seen them all then 
check out Stories on our web-
site  www.ncmg.org.au 

However, we need more 
writers.  Please share your 
experiences of our coast.   

Maybe you have memories of 
holidays here; a favourite beach 
or dive/snorkel spot;  an un-
usual encounter while under-
water or on it.  Perhaps you 
have photos to show how the 
place has changed.   

How about sending Andrew a 
picture and up to 300 words 

(that’s about a page of typing 
but can be less).  If the photo 
is not yours please say who 
took it or where it came 
from. 

Maybe you would prefer to 
write a paragraph or two in a 
letter to the editor saying why 
you support our Marine Park.  
It would be very nice to hear 
from the silent majority.   

Contact info@ncmg.org.au Credits 

Photos: Bill Barker and Jenny 

Edwards.    

Articles:  Andrew Green, Bill 

Barker, Jenny Edwards 

Newsletter: Melanie White 

Web: Jock Howe 



COMING ACTIVITIES  

To be held on Tuesday 1st December at the Carroll College Resource Centre -  
6.30pm. 

Scientists predict that if we continue eating fish and fishing the way that we are now, we will 
see the end of the majority of seafood by 2048. Through choosing our seafood wisely we can 
all help. Sustainable seafood is fish or shellfish that reaches our plate with minimal impact 
upon fish populations or to the wider marine environment. 

Three quarters of the world’s fish population has been reduced by over fishing. Our aim is to 
raise awareness to the need for sustainable thinking in commercial fishing practices and in the 
decisions we all make as consumers. Some species are at much greater risk than others of be-
coming extinct and yet despite the science most are still readily available in supermarkets and 
restaurants. 

If you would like to find out more about this important subject then join us on 1st December 
for a special community release only preview of  the world’s first major documentary about 
the devastating effect of over fishing. 

‘The End of the Line‘ is not against fishing. It is not against eating fish. But it is for a responsible 
attitude towards the oceans. So join the senior Marine Studies class and come see the film, 
hear guest speakers and enjoy pre movie mock tails with sustainable seafood nibbles. 

Tickets are $15 per adult and must be booked in advance– students for free. All 
profits from the night will be donated to The Australian Marine Conservation 
Society. 

 

Orange Roughy    

“The End of the 

Line is not against 

fishing….it is for 

a responsible 

attitude towards 

the oceans.” 
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Movie Night  Dec  1,End of  the Line, Car rol l  Col lege 



NCMG NEWS SNORKELING 

The list of old and new snorkel surveyors now includes a few old hands, and a lot of people new to our surveys, some of 
whom appear to be experienced snorkelers / divers. Apart from the small number of fully trained surveyors, everyone else 
MUST complete a training session in our survey techniques from Bill Barker, before you can rock up on one of Dr Mel's  
survey days! 

Bill will be in touch with all the snorkel surveyors to arrange appropriate training. A few people have asked for snorkel train-
ing - this will be negotiated between you and Bill (or another snorkel instructor) for a small fee. Training for competent snor-
kelers in survey techniques will be free.  See the next page for more info on training. 

Reward changes 

At our last NCMG exec meeting we agreed to vary the eligibility for reimbursements to members from our grant funds, 
from simply participating in snorkel surveys, to wider involvement and leadership in marine educational activities. We also 
agreed to vary the eligibility for books, lowering the bar to 4 'points' to earn your first 'reward'.   

The following activities now count for reimbursements from grant funds: 

1. PARTICIPATING in a snorkel survey (one survey is one visit to help survey any one of the 9 sites) = 1 point  

2. HELPING TO RUN a school outing (can be a rock or beach walk or snorkel outing) = 1 point  

3. LEADING & providing the educational input to an NCMG educational outing (rock or beach walk or snorkel 
outing) = 1 point 

Rewards 

4 points = 1 x copy of Australian Marine Life by Graham Edgar. If you already own the book, you can purchase another 
marine related book up to the value of $75, and NCMG will reimburse you. Receipts needed. I have ordered copies for those 
members who have earned 4 or more points. 

9 points = up to $186 reimbursement for any snorkel gear (includes wetsuits, gloves, boots, masks, snorkels, fins, weights, 
vests etc).  Receipts needed. 

18 points = up to another $186 (total $373) for snorkel gear as above. Receipts needed. 

I am coordinating rewards, as I am the contact person for the grant.   

I have managed to compile an up to date points list for members who have been involved in activities, however.... 

 

IMPORTANT: from now on, if you want to qualify for points and earn your reward, you will need to let me know of your 
involvement!  Please note that the grant expires (funds must have been spent) by September 2010. After that, 
rewards would depend on us getting another grant for this an/or other projects.... Volunteers to seek and acquit grants on 
behalf of NCMG required! 

 

Cheers, Andrew Green 

Snorkel  Sur veys  and Grant  Money Al locat ion 
Survey coordination changes 

Dr Mel Coleman will be coordinating the next round of snorkel surveys which will happen over January / February. She will 
nominate dates and invite participation by email.  The survey days are weather- dependant, and as Mel will not be in a posi-
tion to chase up individuals, the onus will be on those interested (AND TRAINED - see below) to stay in touch with her to 
join the survey on the day. 

I have collated the list of old and new snorkel surveyors and will forward it to Dr Mel (and Bill Barker) to arrange training. 



We have been pleased at the reaction to our call for more volunteer snorkelers for our marine 
life survey program. This is a chance to take part in real science that will add to the data on what 
is out there and what changes are taking place. The value of this is recognised by the Marine 
Park, which is keen for this work to continue and by the fact that we have received our grant. As 
well as making a contribution, those taking part will learn about our local marine life and will 
also have a chance to meet with and talk to Marine Park staff. 

To ensure the sustainability and safety of the program, we want to strengthen our approach 
somewhat to ensure everyone is properly prepared, both in terms of snorkelling skills and know-
ing the methodology. The methodology involves running out a line, identifying and counting fish 
and invertebrates and knowing how to estimate distances so as to maintain a consistent approach. 
To take part fully in the surveys you have to be prepared to swim up to a few hundred metres 
each time, you need to know how to clear your mask and snorkel, have basic water skills, be able 
to duck dive to two or three metres and to understand basic safety principles. 

As far as training in the methodology is concerned, we are planning two sessions, one on Thurs-
day, 17 December and one on Saturday, 19 December. Hopefully, this will enable everyone to 
choose one date or the other (the training sessions are the same – you don’t do both). Everyone 
who wishes to participate in the survey program will have to successfully complete the method-
ology training. This includes people who may have participated in one or two surveys in the past. 
We are looking to build up a group of people who can carry out surveys independently, i.e. 
without supervision. There is a small number of people who have done enough surveys in the 
past to acquire the necessary skills and experience and we will contact them direct to let them 

know that further training is not required. If you don’t hear from me, assume you 
will need to be trained. 

Those who want to take part in the survey program but who feel they don’t have 
the snorkelling skills should first do our general snorkel training program to build 
up the basic skills (see below). For those who are already snorkelers, we will need 
to verify that you have the necessary skills. For certified scuba divers, this will just 
mean that we will need to see your C Card. For others, it will be a matter of dem-
onstrating your stamina, basic snorkelling skills and ability to duck dive during the 
training session. 

We will provide an ID slate for each participant showing the main local fish and 
invertebrate species and give a briefing on marine life as part of the training. 

Everyone participating in the methodology training will need proper equipment – a 
full-length wetsuit (preferably 5mm), mask, snorkel, fins, weight belt and weights. 
We are purchasing four weight belts and weights so will be able to provide these 
on the day for some who may not yet have acquired them; however, to participate 
fully in the program, you will need to buy your own at some stage. 

Those wishing to take part in the methodology training sessions should contact me 
by email as soon as possible: info@ncmg.org.au. If neither of the proposed dates 
suits you, contact me and we can look at alternatives. Weather will, as always, be a 
major factor on the day. The training will probably be held at Broulee, which gives 

us more options. 

There is no charge for this training course. However, it is only for Nature Coast Marine 
Group members. If you want to do the course and participate in the survey program and are not 
yet a member, please join up as soon as possible. 

SNORKEL SURVEY TRAINING 

“We have been 

pleased at the 

reaction to our call 

for more volunteer 

snorkelers for the 

marine Reef Life 

survey” 
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Snorkeling is easy and fun! 

SNORKELING 



Snorkelling is great fun and is easy to do. Anyone who can swim and is reasonably comfortable 
in the water can enjoy snorkelling. It opens up a whole new world of appreciation of our South 
Coast marine critters. A competent snorkeler can expect to see most of our reef dwellers – 
blue groper and other wrasses, rock cale, morwong, yellowtail scad, bream, luderick, Port 
Jackson sharks, octopus, squid, and lots more. A highlight would be to take part in our 
‘Snorkel with the Seals’ outings, which we have held very successfully over the past couple of 
years. 

We can run a snorkel training course for those who can swim but have never tried snorkelling, 
for those who can snorkel but would like to upgrade their skills so that they can participate in 
our marine life surveys and for those who just want to improve their snorkelling skills and con-
fidence. The course is offered in two parts – basic skills, covering equipment use and adjust-
ment, basic skills of mask and snorkel clearance and finning, water entry and exit and safety – 
and a somewhat more advanced part which covers duck diving skills and knowledge. The basic 
part has both a workshop and in-water component, while the advanced part is mostly in-water. 

There is a charge of $40 for the basic course and $20 for the advanced, if they are done sepa-
rately. This is to help cover my insurance and registration fees. I could do a course on 16 De-
cember, if anyone is interested. Otherwise I can arrange a course ad hoc. I just need two peo-
ple to make it worthwhile. If you are interested, please contact info@ncmg.org.au.  

 

SNORKELING TRAINING 

“There’s nothing to 

compare with 

being in the water 

with these graceful 

and playful 

mammals.” 
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Comb wrasse at Montague Island 

SNORKELING 

SNORKELING OUTINGS 

Wednesday, 30 December, 9.30 am :  
 inshore reef snorkel – location to be decided closer to the time on basis of weather 
 forecast. We would look at going to either Broulee or Potato Point. 

Saturday, 16 January, 9.15 :  
 Snorkelling with the Seals, Montague Island. We’ve been out there several times al
 ready, each time to rave reviews.  

There’s nothing to compare with being in the water with these graceful and playful mammals. 
Their effortless acrobatics and playful temperaments are a delight. 
We use a commercial charter for this trip: last year the cost was 
$77 per person for adults and $55 per child 15 years and under. I 
propose to have a limit of 20 participants this time, so if you are 
interested, please let me know soon.  If there is a big re-
sponse, I will look at setting up a further trip.  

In case any divers were going to ask, this trip will be snorkelling 
only, i.e. it will NOT be combined with scuba diving. I have yet 
to make arrangements with the charter operator, so there could 
be some changes. 

If you are interested in either of these trips, please contact 
info@ncmg.org.au. We will look at organising further trips later 
in the summer. 

A snorkelers view of the 
seals at Montague Island 



Want to know more about NCMG activities?  Contact us: 
info@ncmg.org.au or (02) 4473 5304  
www.ncmg.org.au 
 

Canoeing on Candlagan Creek 

 

Setting off on the Candlagan Creek 
canoeing trip 

 

Suzanne and Nicholas 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 
The past few months have been quite busy despite the cool weather.  After our AGM in September Bill Barker gave 
a very interesting presentation on some of the common fish and marine creatures that you are likely to see when 
diving or snorkeling.  Now we all have no excuse for not recognizing what we see! 
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We had perfect weather when 20 members came canoeing on Candlagan Creek.  Marie Zuvich and Bill Nagle led 
the way, sharing their spare canoes and telling us about the creek and its birdlife.   

Sighted on the outing were schools of juvenile mullet, luderick, bream, and whiting as well as the odd stingray, 
octopus and moray eel.   

In the surrounding vegetation the normal estuarine suspects could be seen lurking – Great egrets, White faced her-
ons, Mangrove herons, Buff banded rails and the various cormorants along with more fleeting glimpses of Azure 
and Sacred kingfishers, Yellow faced honeyeaters and Striated thornbills.   

On returning everyone relaxed on Marie and Bill’s back verandah and enjoyed the view and a very tasty morning 
tea. 



RECENT ACTIVITIES  

Richard Eberhard led our October coast walk from Guerilla 
Bay to Rosedale.   

Once again we had lovely weather and although the tide 
was a bit too high to explore the rock pools we were lucky 
to see whales cavorting off Rosedale.  We noted a few 
places well worth a snorkeling visit when the water warms 
a bit more. 

Coast  walk at  Guer i l la  Bay 

Kayaking at  Wagonga Inlet  

Fifteen people  enjoyed kayaking on part of Wagonga Inlet on 15 November.   

A slight breeze kept everyone from getting too hot while we explored.   

Afterwards most of the group adjourned to the Quarterdeck restaurant and put back all the calories we had pad-
dled away and some!  Thanks Adrianne Waterman for organizing the event. 
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Watching whales at Rosedale 

 

Bryce and Katie-Lee find anemones 



With the water warming there will be more activities over summer such as shore walks and snor-
kelling.  Details will be advised by email.  Please contact us with your ideas for activi-
ties and offers to lead one - email info@ncmg.org.au. 

WE WANT YOUR IDEAS! 

Ar t  on the  Path—13 Dec and 10  Jan, Broulee 

Schools, S ta l l s  e tc  

Art on the Path at Broulee will provide two other opportunities for showing our 
faces in public.  The stalls will be on : 

• Sun 13 December from 9am—12pm, and 

• Sun 10 January from 9am until 12pm  

Art on the Path will be held on the cycleway bordering North Broulee Beach, nearly  
opposite the general store.   

Once again any assistance would be appreciated.  Please contact us if you can help out on 
either of these two days—email info@ncmg.org.au. 

We work on the assumption that increasing people’s understanding of our marine environment will increase their 
appreciation of it and our Marine Park.  Our education subcommittee is always on the lookout for ways to achieve     

this aim and your suggestions are more than welcome – 
email ncmg@ncmg.org.au 

 

Since our last newsletter Marie Zuvich, Rachel McIn-
nes, Helen Brush and Jenny Edwards have assisted with 
several school excursions organized by Council’s Ber-
nadette Davis and the Marine Park’s Sham Eichmann.  
In August four classes (at four different times!) experi-
enced the intertidal life of Casey’s Beach.  St Mary’s 
Primary School has a session near Broulee Island on 11 
November and other excursions are planned for 25 
November and possibly early December. 

“This year, Art on 

the Path presents 

two opportunities 

for NCMG to meet 

the public” 
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Family  Picnic  Day—29 Nov, Botanic  Gardens  
We intend to have a stall at the Family Picnic Day at the Botanic Gardens on  

Sunday 29 November.  If you can assist with organising please let us know - email  

info@ncmg.org.au 

St Mary’s School excursion 
at Casey’s Beach 



Thanks to Jock Howe our website is 
our most valuable education tool.   

If you haven’t visited lately please 
click on www.ncmg.org.au and have a 
browse.   

Jock is in the process of assembling 
photos and information about our 
most common marine species.   

He would appreciate any contribu-
tions or suggestions you would like to 
make.  Better photos can be sent at 
any time. 

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 

WHAT IS IT??!!  

This is the first of a regular series for 
our newsletters.  Send your mystery 
photos and see if anyone knows what 
it is. 

These tiny mussels grow on one rock 
at Rosedale Beach.  What species are 
they and are they found anywhere 
else in our region?   

Email your answer to: 

info@ncmg.org.au  

“These tiny mussels 

grow on one rock at 

Rosedale Beach.   

What are they?” 
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Hold ‘Ctrl’ key and click on the image above to visit the NCMG website 



What’s  News 

ENDANGERED SHOREBIRDS 
The annual effort to protect the nesting sites and young of visiting little terns has once again got under 
way, under the supervision of NPWS Shorebirds Coordinator (and NCMG member) Amy Harris. Vol-
unteers spent an hour at Tuross Head erecting warning signs in anticipation of the beginning of the 
nesting season. We hope to arrange a day when Amy can do an on-site presentation to interested 
NCMG members about the shorebirds project. Hopefully there will be nests and young to be seen at 
that time, probably in January. 

 E-mail: info@ncmg.org.au 
www.ncmg.org.au  

DIVE GROUP—Bill Barker 
The dive group has been rather inactive over the past year, mostly because I have 
been too busy with scientific diving and other things (maybe we need someone else 
to do the organizing – any volunteers?)  However, I propose we look at doing one 
shore dive and one boat dive over the summer and see where that takes us. At the 
moment I am looking at: 

Tuesday, 30 December: shore dive, either Potato Point or Broulee – depending 
on weather. I’d like to show more people around the Potato Point site if conditions 
suit. Broulee is a good alternative if the winds are more northerly. 

Saturday, 16 January: boat dive.  

Also, it would be great if we could visit the offshore Potato Point sites. Spud 1 is 
fantastic place, maybe one of the best sites on the coast, while the nearby shark gut-
ter is also terrific and quite different. This site is very weather dependent, though. If 
conditions don’t suit, we could head out to Montague. I haven’t organized anything 
yet – will wait to see the re-
sponse .  

So if you are interested in 
either of these, please 
email me. 

I would also like to organize 
another night dive on the 
Narooma Wharf, but it would 
be better to wait until maybe 
late February to get suitable 
tides at the right time. 

The other thing is to resusci-
tate our rare species sighting 
database, which has yet to get 
off the ground. I will be in 
touch with dive group mem-
bers about this separately. 

 
YOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2009—2010 

PRESIDENT  Jenny Edwards  ( & Public Officer)  

VICE PRESIDENT Bill Barker   

SECRETARY  Nick Blackman  

TREASURER  Melanie White   

COMMITTEE  Jock Howe (Webmaster)  

    Andrew Green   

      Rachel McInnes  (Membership)  

N A T U R E  C O A S T  M A R I N E  

G R O U P  

Barbara Barker putting up a warning sign at the 
Little Tern nesting site 

A colourful sponge garden at the legendary Spud 1 
dive site  


