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“ACTIVELY PROMOTING THE PROTECTION AND
UNDERSTANDING OF OUR COASTAL ENVIRONMENTS?”

PRESIDENT'’S PIECE.......

NCMG activities have slowed down as the weather cooled and our committee workforce
dwindled when some members set off for warmer climes to travel and do underwater
surveys. We look forward to hearing about their trips and seeing some of their marine
photos.

Thanks to members who have helped over the past few months by organizing activities,
writing pieces for the newsletter and sending photos. Please everyone don’t be backward
in coming forward. We are relying on non-committee members to volunteer to
organize activities for the coming months. Please contact me with your offer for a
date that suits you, an activity you are willing to host, meeting times and places etc.

Our next meeting will be the AGM (see below) and we would dearly love to see some

new faces on the committee. A nomination form will be emailed with a reminder about
the AGM. Your nomination will be MOST welcome.

Jenny Edwards, President

'Annual General Meeting—6 Aug, 2010

Friday 6 August, 6.30pm
Carroll College Library/Resources Room
George Bass Drive, Broulee

Please bring a plate to share before the meeting.
The brief formal part of the evening will be followed by the documentary SEA CHANGE
which shows what is beginning to happen with ocean acidification and what impact this

might have on marine ecosystems.

It visits research stations in many parts of the world and shows some of their findings in a
non-technical way. Most importantly the movie ends on a positive note.



WHAT IS IT??1!

IT'S ARARE HYDROZOAN

The mystery animal photographed by Tony Brown and Kim Sebo is
Candelabrum australe, known only from southern Australian and New Zea-
land waters. Like others in the Phylum Cnidaria (such as anemones, cor-
als, jellyfish and bluebottles) it has stinging cells. However, most animals
in its Order Hydroida are small solitary hydroids or feathery colonies of
tiny animals.

Candelabrum australe is a relatively large solitary hydroid. The tapered
“candle” is contracted in the photo. It can be extended 2-6cm and moved
about like an elephant’s trunk so the mouth at the top can engulf prey.
The hidden base attaches the animal, usually to an Ecklonia kelp frond.
Above it is a bubbly section that contains the reproductive tissues, both
male and female since the animal is bi-sexual.

A more detailed article about this unusual animal will be included in the
Stories section of our website. Check out www.ncmg.org.au

SNAPPERS AND SCRIBBLERS

Thanks to Robyn Miller for her very interesting questions about squid for-
mation swimming and to Cristina and Karl Stoffers for their photo of the
colourful hermit crab. Hopefully some more members will want to share
something with us in the next newsletter.

Hermit crab — Cristina & Karl Stoffers at Narooma

This tropical-looking hermit crab was photographed at Narooma. Can you
tell us anything about it? Have you seen this species elsewhere along our
coast?
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' RECENT ACTIVITIES

School Excursions

NCMG volunteers have assisted with three primary school excursions since our last newsletter. Without their
help the outdoor lessons on rock platforms would not have been nearly as successful, as the extra helpers mean the
groups of children can be smaller and the opportunity to learn more is much greater. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered.

We were very lucky to have beautiful weather for some of the Narooma senior primary school to visit to the rocks
below the golf course. The highlight of the visit for some children was a glimpse of a green moray eel disappear-
ing into a crevice. Others found a moulted crayfish shell most intriguing — or “gross” as they said.

Moruya Primary was fortunate to have Shelley Beach live up to its name. After the big seas the beach was covered
in shells of all kinds and the weather changed from threatening rain to warm sunshine as soon as the bus arrived
with the children.

Although the rock pools at South Broulee are wonderful, Broulee Primary was not as lucky with the weather. It
was overcast with a very cold wind but the children still seemed to gain a lot from the day.

We have a new volunteer, Judy Baghurst, trained and ready to assist next time but it would be great to have more
people ready to help out if needed. There are always times when some of our regular helpers are unable to come.
If you would like to find out more please contact Jenny Edwards.

Narooma School Excursion



) FEATURE

Animals and Magnetism

By Robyn Miller

At Narooma Southern Calamari squid (Sepioteuthis australis) habitually line up, one behind another in a surprisingly
straight line. Or do they line up side by side? As Professor Julius Sumner Miller so often asked, “Why is this s0?”
And what is the purpose of this repetitive and seemingly
neurotic behaviour?

Time after time | see that line disrupted by a swimmer,
only to watch each little creature promptly realign. Even
when there are up to twenty in a row.

Recently scientists have suspected that bird migration is
only possible because the birds are tuned in to the earth's
magnetic forces, which guide them in choosing the right
direction in which to fly. They suggest that birds have a
sixth sense that we humans lack. Perhaps a creature as
primitive as the tiny squid is likewise endowed?

Other creatures group together for protection from prey,
but these squid line up like sitting ducks, even though many
predators would find calamari most tempting.

Ants follow each other in a column because they establish

trails. But these guys hover in one position with no apparent

relevance to current. Perhaps they too are aligned to the " -

earth's magnetic poles? When | have seen them they have been allgned roughly north-south, but | don't have a
built in compass myself to be certain of this. When in a line up do they give preda-

“And what is the purpose tors the impression that they are a larger, more formidable serpent-like creature to

of this repetitive and deter attack?
seemingly neurotic
behaviour?”

There is so much for us to discover about the behaviour of our marine creatures.

Photos: Robyn Miller

R, above: Synchronized
swimming: Southern
Calamari squid.




“The aim is also to
inform people about
the value of these
plants in our coastal
ecosystems.”

“..the NSW
government has
decided to support a
bill put forward by the
Shooters Party to have
a 5 year moratorium
on the declaration of
any new marine parks”
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WHAT’S NEWS

Seaweed Brochure with Euro Shire Council (ESC)

Heidi Thompson from Council’s environment team has been successful in getting a grant
to produce a brochure to help people identify the common seaweeds and seagrasses of
our area. The aim is also to inform people about the value of these plants in our coastal
ecosystems. The brochure will be similar in size and layout to the ones Council has on
identifying garden weeds.

NCMG is contributing photographs and information about the marine plants. If you have
any good underwater photos of seagrasses, preferably with some animals included such as
fish or invertebrates, and are happy for them to be used in the brochure, please send
them to Heidi - contact info@ncmg.org.au

Recreational Fishing Enquiry

Your executive made a submission to the NSW Upper House Select Committee Recrea-
tional Fishing Inquiry supporting the need for marine parks and sanctuary zones in par-
ticular. The Committee held a hearing at Batemans Bay on 26 May and our president
spoke for Nature Coast Marine Group. She was subsequently posted written questions
and replied to these. Unfortunately, the two members of the executive with the best
knowledge of our local underwater environment were doing dive surveys in Western
Australia and were not able to contribute at the hearing.

You can read our original submission and the answers to the Inquiry’s questions on our
website www.ncmg.org.au . There is also a link to obtain an electronic copy of the tran-
script of the hearing.

Marine Parks

While the Inquiry is yet to report, the NSW government has decided to support a bill
put forward by the Shooters Party to have a 5 year moratorium on the declaration of any
new marine parks. However, the government does want an amendment that will allow
the current review of the zoning of the Marine Parks at Solitary Island and Jervis Bay to
be completed even if this means sanctuary zones there are increased in size.

Submissions on the Jervis Bay plan have closed and the deadline for submissions on Soli-
tary Islands is 17 September. To see the documents on exhibition go to
WWW.Mpa.nsw.gov.au,
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RECENT ACTIVITIES
Snorkel at Guerilla Bay, May 1

Thanks to Richard Eberhard for organising this outing.

The seas were a bit too rough for us to explore The Pot but participants were thrilled to get a close look at a large
stingray and there were plenty of interesting fish and other animals to look at.

Slate pencil sea urchins seemed more numerous than we had seen previously but maybe we just hadn’t looked un-
der the right rocks before.

Pacific Oyster Culls, May 22

Unfortunately, none of our members was able to help with the cull in the Clyde on 22 May.

However Lynnette Timmis reported that the day spent culling oysters in Wagonga Inlet was very enjoyable. Or-
ganisers were very pleased to report that the number of Pacific oysters was down by about a third on the original
cull. Hopefully more of us may be able to take part if there is another cull next year.

The Cove, Movie Night, June 4

Thanks to Nick Blackman for inviting NCMG members to see this movie with his senior marine science students at
Carroll College. The Cove was distressing viewing in that it showed how the capture and slaughter of dolphins and
small whales is carried out in parts of Japan. It also highlighted the general ignorance among most of the Japanese
people of what is being done there and the persecution of Japanese whistleblowers who have tried to raise aware-
ness.

One of the whistle blowers tried to alert people to the threat posed to school children who were being forced to
eat dolphin meat as part of their school lunches. Dolphins in Japanese waters are highly contaminated with mer-
cury that has bio-accumulated up the food chain. However, instead of earning praise he was facing a prison sen-
tence.

Ringlands Walk, June 14

Margaret Lynch led our walk around the shores of Wagonga Inlet at Ringlands Bay. She was able to tell us about
the history of the area, the oyster farming industry and the now defunct salmon factory, thank you Margaret.
Ringlands Point is rather tricky to find if you are not a local so if we go near there again we will supply a mud map.
However, those who found the meeting place enjoyed the day.

We watched sea eagles, examined some of the many middens rich with huge shells of mud oysters and looked for
crabs among the debris on the shore. A highlight of the day was watching a seal sleeping in a sheltered cove with
only a flipper visible above water most of the time.

For those who’d like to do their own thing exploring Wagonga

Inlet, it is well worth reading Laurelle Pacey’s books — The Story of
Wagonga Inlet and Narooma’s Past — before you set off.

Ringlands Walk: Seal-watching




RECENT ACTIVITIES

Estuary Health Monitoring

Want to join in
the Estuary
Health
Monitoring
Program? Contact
Suzzanne Gray.
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By Suzzanne Gray

Several members have been participating in and enjoying these activities.

We will continue to email details of future monitoring days and forums so that you can join in
ones near you if you wish.

So you can mark your diaries, here (subject to change) are the planned estuary health activities
for the coming months --

July 19 — 24 September 2010 Workshops/field days
22.07.10 Wallaga or Wapengo

28.07.10 Candlagan & Tomaga

04.08.10 Nangudga or Corunna

05.08.10 and 06.08.10 Bournda/Wallagoot;

02.09.10 Lake Curalo or other;

03.09.10 Baragoot/Cuttagee;

24.09.10 Cullendulla

Friday 23 July 2010: Regional Forum
Topics/Discussion re:
. Blue-green algae identification and chlorophyll a sampling
. Micro-biological monitoring and assessment against national guidelines for public health

Friday 10" September 2010: Regional Forum

Topics/Discussion re:

. Light penetration (secchi disk depth) and turbidity and erosion assessment .
. Seagrass bed, salt marsh and mangrove mapping

For more information contact Suzzanne Gray via info@ncmg.org.au
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MYSTERY PHOTOS

What Nudibranch is this?

The mystery nudibranch in last newsletter
was a Blue Dragon or Serpent nudibranch -
Pteraeolidia ianthina.

-
Members have seen this animal a few times  |& l"
when we have had rock platform walks at o ‘_ ‘.,
Broulee in summer and Andrew Green took .*';‘_ 1
this other view of the Dragon in local wa- | S8 h".
ters. L k'

At the beginning of May Duncan Paterson
watched them laying eggs in Botany Bay.

More information about this spectacular lit-
tle creature is on our website in the Stories
section - # 55 Here be Dragons

Above: Nudibranch at Bare Island
Photos by Duncan Patterson

Left: Blue Dragon by Andrew Green

Photos Please!

If you have a favourite photo from an excursion, or of something you saw while exploring the shore or while in the
water please send a copy to info@ncmg.org.au

You can also send a photo if you find some interesting thing but do not know what it is.
We will have a go at identifying it for you.

Want to know more about NCMG activities? Contact us:
info@ncmg.org.au or (02) 4473 5304
WWW.Ncmg.org.au
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NCMG What’s News

Phone: (02) 4473 5304 BATEMANS MARINE PARK INTERPRETIVE SIGNS
E-mail: info@ncmg.org.au Have you seen the new Interpretive Sign and shelters that have recently been in-
Www.ncmg.org.au stalled near various Batemans Marine Park zone locations by the Marine Parks Au-
thority, Narooma office?
lﬁ. The signs provide valuable information about the Batemans Marine Park zones, their
Na[ urc / i significance and importance as a tool to help conserve marine biodiversity.
\J ' Each sign (they are double sided!) has photos of the plants and animals you might

|
(S ., find in the zone and interesting information about their habitat.

Coast "'_\

They also provide information on the traditional Aboriginal owners and the past and

~
Marlne // present links to these marine environments.
|
.l
Group 'Ii;' Batemans Marine Park - SOUTH DURRAS o

e .. i

- Conerdng marine biodmersity = | As
for futurs yencrations. ., x i e y
; 5 | c OBSERVE ALL WARNING SIGNS
- ' : PROHIBITED

ON BEACH

ae®

You will find the interpretive signs at:

Broulee (near the car park at the walk-
way to Broulee Island)

Candlagan Creek (near the bridge)
Clyde River

Mystery Bay

Pretty Beach

South Durras (Beagle Bay)

Wagonga Inlet (in the park near the
wharf)

For more information visit the Marine Parks
Authority website www.mpa.nsw.gov.au.

Rachel Mclnnes
NCMG Memberships Officer
(and, the person who did the artwork for the signs!)

YOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2010

PRESIDENT Jenny Edwards ( & Public Officer)
VICE PRESIDENT Bill Barker

SECRETARY Nick Blackman

TREASURER Melanie White

COMMITTEE Andrew Green Rachel Mclnnes (Memberships) Jock Howe (Webmaster)



